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X Sorry, your sut has expired..l hope you'll rencw

T This is a Trade cobpy

? Just in case you might be interested..{and sub 27?)

ST
DOX . ..
Blernk space mecans you're OK, but I'd enjoy a LOC
3 {~ _ =
EEE:xéﬂg§£33£;§l=§géég comes to you from Terry Jeeves
July 1977 230 Bannerdale Hd.,

Sheffield S11 9T,
SNGLAND

Subscrintion Rates =

U.K, S1¥Y. issues for £1.00

U.S.A, SEVEN issues for £2.00 (Pleace
send dellar bills, NOT cheques)

STILL AVAILASLAE,.,DUPLICATING NOTES...the complcte series of articles
on duplicating hints, tips and technigues which ran in 130G
for three years., 54 pages, board covers and an extra scotion
of artw ER R c
work from G and TRIODE vv. Cost £1.,00 or $2.00

(in bills)
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Having donned carthing rods, anti-static helrets, and doused
our legs with water, we were shattered to discover that sone genius had
dewstaticed the De Vere Hotel. Renoving cur gear and depositing it in a
haadyr ashtray, we registerced, collected our roon key, and hcaded for our
veolk-ond base - which praoved Le he on the henventh floor. £Loon 7h2 being
supplicd with exygen cquivrient and a hitching post for any pasuing angel
'to tic up his cloud. Ye quickly unvacked essential eon cquiprient (fanzines,
cine projectur, stack of »aintings,; cond bacdge, a portable Burgess pic-
tester and a length of rubber tubing for pinching drinks out of unguarded
glas-cs) and descended to the Con Hall.

Pauline Dunpatc was 'introducing celebrities?es.traditional
and adudirable though this practice is, it was hanpered sonewhat by tho

evident fact that Pauline only appeared to know six of the people prosent,
cenart frow a Mr, Un-er, that is...he got several mentions, Ah well, sh
tricd, dndecd, she was very trying. Next cance the first of ¢ nlcthora

20, Wi

of ntacls,.the things bhespattercd the programie, interspersed by an

occazional sneech, aa auction or three, and onc or two ancient filns...

wall, there wds one new one, but that with brilliant forethouslh had been

scheduled for Monday morning. Net to worry, good old 'Things To Coite!
s shown Lwioc.

After a four star banquet at the adjoining Wiapey we carted
ny Lousty ‘uuig projector into the Con Hall to show two of tuc threo
Delin conmetition filins. First was 'THE 63p MAN runnming for 35 ninutoes,
we had to ‘cllotape extra sides on riy take up reel tc accoir.oddte if,

It won extronely inrovative and had soite brilliant gimiickse 1oxt cfne
v oun oninoted 'SUPERFAN? with a runring tire of 5 ninmtes. These had
both been Standard 8rut, so now I whisked ny little Huiidg clear to 2llow
the sonster, 6Tt tall beherioth projector to screen the PTRYZAAILL AT
MILET,  fadly, it ha? been filiied at 16fps and was projected at 15,
thus malding ceveryone resenble a chiprnunk in high gear. The plet was a

(® ic...i3 not the editorial 'we', it cenprises Val, Sandy and e )



2 bit vogue as no cne could understand what was being said. ilovortholoss,
PRYLSTLAN ILES scooped the kitty, and another geod Delto ‘ward was over
and fol owed by a 'Aldventurc of Dupecrnan' with a sound track so lousy, it

ended up beday; run silent,

Bar tine was as ever, delightful., John Brunner worc a
deliztt ™Ml burgundy socking jacket with silver cdging. Bob Shaw had «
dclicate, suoke-aged pullewer, tastefulliy spattered with Guiness, dJaues
Uhite was as inpeccable as ever. Dave Kylc in a red blazer kept motiing
mistalzen for a letter box, as was evident by the nunber of Ietters sticking
out orf hig left car. It was about now, that the coavention begzon to
anrusd 4ta resular bleary-cdged look and tine hinding blended all people
ase ovents into un-chronologieal order. Waldcoar Kwywiing was there without
a cacra. Hans Locse was therc..but then he NEVIR secnis to nidaa.

Soewhere in the niddle of all this, Peter 'eston conducted
a Vasioriisd? gquiz. Not being a nasternind myself, I can’t renenber wio
narifelnateds.or who wone This one tended to drag a bit..aaybe & future
quiz nisht have several, shorter opening bouts to warn up the awdiioncos
Bein, roibier slecpy by this tine, the Jeeves clon headed for tiuce L4080 o
found % heing operate by a tod”?ler who was having a great tiae whooning
up and Cown in her own private nagic carpet. Fixing us with tha? un-

biimhd, starc which small children reserve For adults she wabelod uwa in
sileaen as the Lift ¢limbed slowly upwards and in blind robotic obolience,
stoy e@ at vach fllor, opened and shut its locrs to nobody, before roving
on £t e next..the little wight had pressed EVERY button! If anyone

has lost a little girl, you night try locking in a water tank on e FEh
floor,

L |

Saturday dawned...as did
yet ancther panel, This tine, Pancla
Dulner was chairing, 'The Reole Of
Jouen in SF', My two woncn thought it
a zood iten to aveid, so we went out
for & strell around Canterbury and jits levely
cathedraly Outside, an architectural hoige-
polre, ZUt beantiful within, Back at the
de Vere we were just in yine’ to dodge a brace
of specchet and a couple of auctiens, but we
did nanege te catch the first screening ef

19%iars Yo Cone'.

With cvening cones pie-fall.
Drian urgess was huckstering pics and bottles
of milli,.at bargein prices. I know they were
varzains, as I had priced the pies in Marks &
Iotno s earlier that day..at 1p rore than Brian was charging. A real
savious of nankind is Brian (Which iz why I have his pics a free ad in
tiuperfan’, Then it was Fancy Dress time. T had pronised to pish
Trrela TDoal in her wheel chair...an? was astounded at the superb way ia
which her fanily had rallied round and converted it into 2 Dalcke-style
control) chair..and Pancla into sonebody called Charon or suchlilko.



Vion. Other puises were a superb 'Batnan & Robin', a sinply terrific
Viizin;, hero, Cat Wonan...and a very well designed young lady whose
costnile was not only brief, but lacking in the stress design depart-
tient, sc thot when she hurrlc y she becanc the riost outstanding wonan
in the showe I pushed Pamela around once, ogled a very brief costuicy
ond preparec to push Panela a seconl tite...doly Klono, ny streagth
Lal vonised '} It tock two nore abortive atleapts before I reclised
that the minl costune hadn't sapped ny energy, but Panela had shoved
ol the broake on the wheel chair,

~ha.over she was, it was terrific - an? justly deserved the prize sue
<~
a5

Sunday saw the Dalcks invading Barth yet again (on filn,
and for the umpteenth con time). Luckily, I had a date with a
thrilling BoFA necting in the Fairfax roon before rushing back to
the voting for next year's Con sile... 2 rather acadenic afTeir, as
tiere was only one bid. Maybe that was lucky, as when Ken Slater
yellel out tn @k, if a Jouble roon cost £13.80 without breakfast, how
mmeh €ig a breukfast cost; he was told that no hard figures could be
iven 350 far ahead, True, but when I askel what they werc charging
as o rizat now, a lack of preparatory work was cvident, as tho
proposers didn't know that cither, DNevertheless, it is HEATILWOW
HOZ L in '78 conplete with an unspecifie? breakfast coste.eso batior

e )

briag a frying pan and a couple of egzs. LaoTE
i €A TH RO ;f”}g
5 Iy LS
This year's huckster rocn was ‘73

cxeelleatly set out, and full of oodles and

cedles of gouodies...but no zenius lhas ever yet
solved the perennial con problen of budgeting your
bosl: buying befere yeu know how nuch the weekend has
CuSy youe HNurmally, I deon't fird this gut until Monlay
after the show has clescd. Also very well prepared
end orzanised was the Art show, nasterrinded .py Marsha
Joaes..and an excellent Jjeb she did. 3adly, the art auction had

to be curtailed, as auctiaonecr Rog Peyton arrived half an hour late
iroir floggming fanz1nes in the very well appcinted..and well used,
fon roon, Ejghlight of the acution was the s2le of a beautiful
sGdie Jones painting frr around £150,

Hot on the tail of the aucticn cane another pancl...,of
rublishers, By this tine, cverybody (with &4 worth of banquet
tickot seorching in their hands) was starting to avoid food in grder
to ¢reate cargo spaces Toastnaster was Peter Westen, and an
acnirable job he dic¢ of it. Speaking of Peter reninds ne that this
Wos yet another con, where TATF waws neither plugged nor explained
to atiendees..which is a pity as sone had obvicusly got the idea
tliat 1t was sone kihd of reward for longevity in fandon, TATE nceds
publicity.s.and finance, and if we don't make sonething of it at cach
convention, then it will socn be nisundersteod and fale away, ‘Miich
is 2lso the time to announce that this year's worthy winner was Peter
Robcrto (whc is NOT an aged and weary fon) He polled 1Ck votes, I
raised 09, and pocr cold Pete Presford carie in third with 12. So at



tiis podnt, T'¢ like to tharx all those gocd kind people wio voted for
ne, Horry folks to let you down, but it secns I just ain't DALY stulf,

Following the BANQUET came the DANCE, a lively and highly
cajoyable session whereln we 2ll c¢id our asscrted things to the great
nusic wrevided by Gray Charnock and his nen as they scerved up sonwo
saree ours of red hot rhythn., Anyene who didn't enjeoy it must have
w three left legs. One suggesticn though, good as the ausic was 1'd
1lizc ¢ have seen a bit nore variecty alled to the onc waliz and o
counle of quickstep rhythns which intcrspersed the ncdern (?) tulst
beata. Perhaps another tinme Gray we could talk you into & few cha-
¢giias, runbas, tangos and slow foxtrets for the s&e anong us,

And so caric Monday Norning, 2 gquick breakfast, off up the
<1 and home, We didn't stay to see whnat secvned tc be the cnly 'new!
filir »a the programne - Zero Population Growth® as 1t wasntt duo on
uinvil 10,30 on Menday. - In retreospect, another good, cenjoyable Con,
but 17’1 hal ny druthers, T!'Q like to have seen Less sercon (pancl,
szpeeci, pancl, speech ete) and a few nere general fanuish or audicuce
participation items. Whatever happehed to the Liverpoel Tae Operas,
thce *This Is Your Eannish Life', the 'Twenty SI' Quesvtions', the
Pen gquizzes and so on which used te liven up the large gaps which
Leop appearing in prograrvies nowadays. Otherwise, 1 for onc would
lile to sive thanks to cone more Cor Commidttee for having given us
ancther good weckend to renew cld acquaintances.

Changing the subject conpletaly,ee . PUPLICATING 1I0OW3S is
selling like hot ecakes. For ncuconers, this is a 3% page, board
govorad collection of all the duplicating articles and tips hinis
an! suchlike which aave appeare? in ERE cver the last few years. T

&1 in the UK, g£2.00 I
DOLLAR BILLS please frem the USA, I keep enphasising that DOLIAR
BDILLI, bYut Beople still keep sending chegues and oney crlels.
Plcose folks. .DON'T, Tt takes ne about threc woeks to get o bank
t» cilear 'en..and they take a2lucst half in charges. Zvery time I
gef a Stateside cheque, T lose roney oan that sale. Victoria Vayne,
who can bc oxcused Amcrican 2ollors {at least I assurie gou can't
et ten in Canada) sent nc a noncy order (Canadian),.which could
have been cashe! ha? it been nade cut in sterling..but it was in
¢ollars, so the local P.O. woulln't shell ovt, They advise trying
the edin offices..but I can only get there by making a special trip
on niy valuable Saturday uorning. So PLEASE...hills cnly, no choques
or uoncy arders (etc),

™~

5till have thirty copies left...Price &

TANZINES,..This issue < ntains a brief section on sonc.
I hot intended to have nore of these, writing then as cach zine
orrived es-but this issue saw so nany beok up for review that both
~ancine and letter sccetions had to be pruned. Pity as I hed sone
very good letters this tinme, I hepe you'll keep 'en condag oven
wheoun - can't run a letter section, And to answer a gquery..ushoe
Tueikor page was by Bob Tucker..d0T me, So new you need to subserilbe
to the TUCKITR TRAWSFER...and dring hinl here in '79.

Terry,



The general conscnsus of opinion is that a mandatery quali-
fication in being 2 scicnce fiction fan is to be riddled with a stredl: of
insanity. OF fans would agree with that, and nen-SF fans arc convineed
of it, This concs as an invaluable assct if you want to cdit scicnoc
fiction . anthologics., Becausc if you want to do that - you nmust he nad,

Mind you, publishers den't want anthologies « ST or horror.
Thottfs waat thoy keep telling you, and this nust prove thercfore that the
conzvant Ilow of anthologics that onc finds on the stalls must be a nirage,
purhaps sone kind of nass hypnotic illusion perpetrated by the publishors
to saticce the silent uzjority of SF and Horror fans.

You get to learn this the hard way. By culling nasses of
rejeetion slips and stereotyped letters from people who think they'!we
publizacd all, the 'sci-fi'! that natters, or who never stoop se low as to
consldcr that part of their programic. I struck lucky, if that's the right
word, by scouingly getting, the right idea at the right tine and c¢ontacting
he right nersone 4s in ceverything, it's not what you kneow —~ at lcast not
at first ~ it's who you know.
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Back in 1969 1 wrotc an article about John Yynéhwa for Stan
Nicholls's cxcellent zine, Stardock. Four years later I feel this article
rauct have fallen into the hands of angus Wells, then editor of Sphero Dooks.
Hoe phoned for ne at work to ask if I could write an introduction to a
projected oest Of John YWyndhan., Fate intervenced, as the day e phoned, I
was oif sick. Tt was a Friday, Upon niy return on Monday, aud by tho tine
soilconc reuenbered to tell ne of the ca2li, it was too late. Holls had
wan ted the essay there and then.

+las, alack, But I decided to try and turn the loss to uy
;ae, ant having had contact behind the walls of publishing I wrotc to
Jells asliing if he'd be interested in some SF thematic articles, sug:esting
; e travel and robots. He was receptive, so I spent several weoiks
coupiling @ list of what I thought were roprescentative storics, aad drafting
two lengthy cssays tracing the develophtient of the thenc. Yher were seat to
ells, cnd I sat back to wait...and wdit....and woite.

Hothing happened, and letters to Wells brought forth only
brici notes saying that they werce under consideration. So I nut furtier
thought of those aside, and ny fervour fired, I began on another idez, that
of celebroating the fiftieth anniversary of thc ST magazines. The idea was
first veddled te Panther, who werc only nildly intercstoed, and thex to Hew
snslis Library, whose paperback editor, Dot Houghton was nost enthusiastic,
BDacl: I went into production, delving for slorics, and researching Laclkground
noterial for the historical introduction. Off went the pmaterial, and ia
Cctober 1975 cane the acceptance, I was in !

Havinpg breached the wall so to speak, I suddenly acouired extra
ceufidoncee in anrcroaching publishers, Since I always wanied to write
1zfo raative essays with oy antholegies, I decided early on I did not want to
spea’ tive on them if they were net going to fiud a publisher. Ho, I
compllcd draft synopscs of scorcs of suggestions and nmailed these out to
nwi-rous publishers. It was like the narable of the sower. Soe publishers
were receptive, athers not, But certainly, there were oore interested than
I had hoped, and by the end of '7h4, 1 was engrossed in prepering soue ten
antholongics, Meanwhile .ingus Wells changed his nind and reiturncd ay first
entbololes, The robot one, suitably revisoed, appeared this year as Souls
In ilutal, froi Robert Ecle.

—

4

Then came problens,. Publishers don't 1like parting w
an?d you have to push te get enough to pay the authors whosc stori
repnrinting, plus sonmething for yourself and to cover azents fces. Phil
linrbotile acls as ny agent and docs far nore work than I could caxpect any
full~S3ne agent to do. But the bigmest surprise is that, having paid an
advonce aglinst royalties for the anthology, the publishcrs do not thea rush
into Jrint, Instcod, the books vanish into sone obscurc linbo from which
one uenders if they will ever appear. Bceeausc mine are full of facts, T
found thoy were soon beconing dated, and I was having to keed adding
revisions so as not to nake too nuch wwork at the proof utarc. Verssaorn,
just 'ceping the books T had alrcady compiled on an cven leel vas beconing
a full tine job, which of course it couldn't be., .nd the finaneizl return
was nininal,
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In the e¢nd it becane very clecar, You have to he devoted to
cditin; aud SF to be able to put up with the whins and idiosyucracics of
publisherses Helpful though they will always appear at first, theroafter
they could just not scon to care less. ind you, as editor, bepin to fecl
rnorc and nore just like a cog. To continue, you nust be wad.

3ut lilke ev.rything, it has its coupensations. 'Wa soc the
book in print at last after all the conths, cven years of waiting.' Yo
real reviews (good or bad), and to se. the book on p 5
the shaclves. To find yourself being interviewed
on racio or by papers. It 211 bLoils down to
sclf«indulgences But it is exhausting work,
and iz best left to single nmen with ne
respousibilitiess Not narricd men with
Tull-tine jobs.

No, now I have %ad the taste of
soeyoshing clse. I have recently completed a
“ho's ‘3o ¥n Horror & Fantasy Fiction, a
thoroughly rescarched refercence book that is
all 2y ovn work. It was intenscly rore
savisfying than oditing, far nore cnjoyable
an¢ Tar uore rewarding (cgotistically and :
finanelally)., So in future, cxcept for the occasianal
antholozy that opportunity ney neke worthwhile, ny pericd as an SF
cntaoldsist has passcds It's refercnce books for ¢ now, and hopefully

novels, il I can get the tine to concencrate on then.

But I shan't regret ny tine spent editing. It brouzht ne:
intc coniact with a2 vast number of people, opened up nany usciul doors,
apc taugit ilc an awful lot about the publishing business. It's dac
way to learn what goes on hehine the secnes, but it's a naddening

)
infuriacing, diabolical and absurd way. Just the w2y a scicnce fiction
fan would exnecte. ~——— i

Milkke Jishiloy.
LS el ) L SUTRRINIIRRFUEE SR SR LS L 200Rs b PAND ARUEED ANNSESNER RIS
Wdior's Tptes  Bydng o nodest type, Mike neglected to nention his

_________ exccllent serics of anthologics currcntly apnecriag
under tie Hew Inglish Library irmprint.  hen complete, the series will
give an thelogy coverage to the fifty yvars of magazine SF which has

v

Just boeon coipleted. The title -
Tis HISTORY OF THE SCIENCK FICTICN MAGAZIKE,

So far (uvnless Itve nissed enel), three parts hawe appeared. They
averaje close to 300 pages each, ten or so storics, PLUS large helpings
of historiczl and background data to botia period and story...ond alse
sene nice appendices and glossaries and suchlike. These will eventually
beeone colleector's iteus, and to the ST reader who wishes to have both
SLorys..diD background, they arce indispensable, Tod.



Ine Movie lreasury of
MONSTERS ARD VAMPINTS

P
fd

by Alan Franiis,
Octopus £2,50

Beinpg a conpanion hooic

te the Troasary cof &7
Movie by Phil Stricic
revieved heo¥ye last igsue,

However, where Siriclk
tended to be peinfully
iTlip' at times, Alan Frankc has
uch nore feeling feox his thene and
BEERrcnts it with devotion and obvious
B affection.,-which naites Tor hignly
interasting reading cthreughout.
Alnest Half the volumo is given
over to Dracula and vanpires in pgeneral,
A further Targe szction is dedicatod to
= Frankenstein. and other ‘androide®, The
o final part is given over lo monstors fron
space, fron radiatioa, and fween within tho
Farth, Close on a hundred ‘stillc’?, many in
full colour, this is a %00k which shouvld appeal
to SF and rmonsteyr buffs alike, and 2o of cpourse 2
'mast! for film addicts, Incidoentally. oue rozson
for it being such godd valuc znd a gteal at the
pricc could be due teo it huvirg been prinled in
Hong Keng. My only eorlplaint being ¥ ta wioever
tacked the flippently inane (Ackeruaa--iype canbious on
nany of the stills, Puns such as ‘Tongs o Million" do dCT

~9 7

inprove the guality of an etherwise cxecllent voluno.

A UORLD QUL OF TIME

- o . —
DR — —=Taa

-
-

>® .

As a Niven fan who enjoyed ‘Ringswozid?, and the
"Mote In God's Eye' collaberatiosn, L was delighied
Macdonald & Janes £ 1 o inte thi . and it didnit A% somaoint
£3,35 o plunge into 18 ofeuesand it wl(? 5 dlsappoint
- ne, deromne Branch CTortell (Is that a pun 72 is
a cancer-avoiding corpsicle who awakensto find his nmenorics inhebiting the
body of a hrainewiped eriminal. The Statce has revived hin to undergo
trainine so that he may pileot a2 Bussard Ronscocp on & 30C year plancs
sceding nission around the galaxy. Corbell has ather idezs and onca dnv
space, pplics them, An encounter with a bluck hole albtoers the tine seale
of his trip by several million gears...and things can change a lod in Hhat
periods Gripping from first to last despite 4 fow glossed over pointSsa.
how did Corbell survive his years cf solitary confinement for instance,
This may not win any Hebulae, but it is still an centhralliing yzan and
airost crediblce despite -the fantastic scope of Corbdelits saga., Niven is
never dull, and here he shines at his best.

Loriy Niven
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SCIENCT YICUION SPECIAL No,20

———————————————————————————————— Three full-lengta bocks in oue cover,
Sidgici: & Jackson £4.95 Poul Anderson's Orbit Unlinited opens
the collection, Bullt freom three
nagezine stories from '59 and '60, loosely linked by the lincage of Jan
svobeda, Lt describes how the Constitutionalists arc nanceuvred into
Leaving o decaying, decadent Earth and fleeing to the planct Rusucun.
Siaguiarity Station, arguably Brian Ball's best yarn is next. Loging
his oua craft in a black hole, Cennander Buchanan takes a cne nan siin
to dibvestigatc the singularity. Meanwhile, his fiancee, passeager on a
prison shin is captured by escaping cyberneticist Maran, and all nocet
in the singulgrity. Finzlly, and towcring above the others, conles
The Begt Gf J hn VW, Campbell, Aftcr a Blish foreword cones, 'Iouble
inds ', { Penton & Blake on Ganyneda); 'Forgetfulﬂess,(wouldub invad .rs
thc starsy '"Who Gges Therce', (The best nan v alien, ever writion),
'Out Cf Fdght', and 'Cloak of Ae Smf——?Oﬁ)rOSSyd Farthoen find a chavpisn
to aid fhon agalnst the S5arn invaders.

I reckon that's at least &40 for

lesa t hen a fiver, and if you want a good collection eon a budget, then
tihis serics 1s what you arc looking for. Highly recormended, **2
GITTH SRS PLANET

O T T T LT T e ey Carter Horton wakes fro:‘.l 2 thousard yeaxrs of dOC,J
Clifford D. Sinak sleep to find his ship landed on a sirange planet
SiGpudiels & Jaclkson ané his coupanions dead. His only coupanion is
253450 the robot Nicodermus. Thay soon enccunter

Carnivorc, a2nd alicn who arrived via a one vay
hyners»atial tunnel. They iry to unlock the controls and are jained
by Tunael wxplorer LEloyne...and various other 1life forns strut briefly
on Shalkespenre's stage (A space explorer naned Shakespeare died there
an! was cafen by Carnivore). As usual, Sinak's characters nlac¢idly
accept outre situations without bllnzlnn. The yarn recads well, hut thore
arc too nany leoose ends and unlikely coincidences for ny taetc.

an ”“PLOILS OF BRIGADIER FFELLOWES

Seven tales originally fron
the award-winning Magazince of Fantasy &
Scicnce Ficticn, and related by tlie hrove
Brigadiecr to lis ckub fricends. They ccver
such eveonis as an encounter with Anubis, sone stranpge sea-rionsters,
Droculas-lilic ‘ncrican hunting fanily, a neetin;: with Paleozoic naa, an
ancicnt monster on a Greek island, the nenace of o pack of hali hunan,
half oniwals and finally, his encounter with giont crahs. Definitely

oh the fantasy side, and with iiore than a touch of the Gothlic horror
tafe, there should bc enouzh varicty here for anyone.

ot A llatin) e Lanlcr
Sicdiuici: & Jackson £3,9%

—— ey = ———m——— o

ALL the boeks covered in ERG's review seciion
are obtainable from 1=

K.F.Slater,

Fantast (Medway) Ltd.,
3G West St (hy not send
"isbhech, & 100 .rlm;z:h
CAM3S D.D. 13 2LX po. q Trmt )
e Y > = -

Pt}




Joe iglgggan The 21st Century, ?nd man has'started to exalore the
tincconald & Jahes stars by.way of natter transnitter, but with linits
7 = on duration of stay. Jacque Lefavre's firstv iscion
LTS turns up a telepathic creature with a builti.in snag,
and the un'later nissions introduce an even stranger and wore uenacing
1ife form, the L'Vrai, Haldenan writes so convincingly aad with plenty
ol pseudo-docunentary inserts, that the whele incredible thinag asguiles
reality. Superbly written, carefully detailed and with particular cgar
talica in workinpg cut the backgrcund details for the vhole 'Tamer! (siar
cxplorer) operation. One of the best deer space yarns to ceue &long in

auite & vhile and sinply crying out for expansion inte a trilegy or even

& posfcn, Ok yes, and there is a superb, if unconnccted, TFoss cover,
UV T FROM THE BARTH . - Q6 <
B e e P When 1ntelllgent life and
obert wilverberg valuable radioactives are found
oﬂd wicl: & Jackson on Ganyriedz a high-powerad
(h advertising agency 1is called

in, 3rd, chcl executive
Ted Xenedy is put en a tean with the purpese ef
perpetrating a gigantic hoax on humarily ta allew
for exploitation of the find...at the expense of the
Gaanyuedans. The powers of the latter are only hinted at,
witieh is rather a disappointnent. MNevertheless, this is
Silverberg at his best..and I fcor one an delipghted €o seey
his aLandon the morbvid death-fascination of reo.ns
stories (“his one first appeared in 1958)., His-=
constxuct is credible, and given unlinited spzoeny: i
flinht, and the discovery of other life, you feel Lhi§‘~
nay well be how things turn out. A highly enteste ining yarn, ard eonly
the lardy dust jacket is way belaow this'artistts.normally HIGH standurd.

1ASTEL O LITT AND DEATI
J...‘u Las i il 1 . P = N
““““““““““ s=xZz2zzz Roy Walton, Assistant Dircctor of Ponulaticn
fiobort ulIVurerg . = . .-
; Control (Poneck) uscs his powers to gave a chilad
Sluf"LJ.LG.L ¥ Juck._-,on . * I . 1 .
53 50 frem cuthanasiac..then in fnst order, his bos

EJ - e

-2 is assassinated, thus meving wWalfon into full
Dircctorsihip, a scerctly-bullt starship rcturns: with news of alicen 1ifo
ard inhabvitable lds an attenmpt to Terrafcrn Venws concs chi-siage, and

to adil vl ther zust, Ualton's brcother sets out te blackriail hii,
Coincicenecs (and inprobabilitics) abound, but Silverberg veoves his

thene aloas sc 'suecthly that they do net detract fron onc's inteorest in

what is hap ening to Walton as he nects each new challenge and rises to

nieet it, Yery good reading, dbut agein, Hardy has given it & Joacliet which

dovs his undoubted ability little justice:

IGL CZ 'WH.) UNICORN

This is the third in the author's TAnb exr! szries

Roger liclazny (The other two being, 'Nine Princes TIr Arber! and
Taler & Jaber 'The Guns of Avalon') In this volune, the mrinces
BDe D5 and princesses of Anber are under attaclk froi forces

led by & traitor in their ranks. Their abhility to
ﬁovc beiwecn various planes oimeql tence, and comunicate at 4211 via their
Voruns ' males it ne easy tas Sk Tor"Prince Corwin to trace the culprit,
Mot having read the earlier tales, I found this extrenely inveolved, though
faecinaltin: reading. The fantasy is both different..and delicantely denco

r—— =
® <«

f -
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This one opens a bit like ileinlein's 'luppet
Masters', when agent Jchn Bravais disgovers
6Op aliens infiltrating Darth by stealing human

’ brains to make bodies. It guickly exwnaands to
the scale of a full space=~opera with thes hectic

pacc sustained throughout. Net cerebral stuff, but thoroushly eicellent,
cnn't-he~put-down SF.

neich Loumer

Coirnnet

Another ccllection of the good Dactorts esca s
explaining science in simple terms and cach just the
right length to meike the point without labouring it,
14 itens, plus a brief essay, and divided into three
sections *«= 'In Space' covers lunar landing and what next ? plus the
future of worlen and entertainment. 'On Earth!® covers ;ersona. flizht,
conmputers, overbrecding and world wide communication. I Scilence Fiction
1as the perfect machine, prediction, serious sf. All these plus various
other possibilities are explored in a light hearted, yet scrious vein.

Isaaec iszinov
Coronet 70p

LUCIENT OFAR

-_— = -8 ]
r*

Set, 12,000 years ago in an area bordering an
iniand African sca, this hereic fantasy tells the
story of Hadon as he enters the Games lield to
choose & new king, However, the old onc has
dififerent idecas and Hadeon is despatchecd on a2 suicide wmission to find a
beautifvl, lost 'god', IT you love mighty warriors, this could be up
your streci..and I suspect, despite the c¢nding, others are to follow.

’Lagnun' 75p

CRYi'TQ.:0IC

+£¥%TQ OI? Edward Bush is a 'mind traveller' (4 nrocess siietchily

Brian i, -ldiss worked out, and full of inconsistencies) and an lis

avor #1.25 return from a trip to the prehistoric, he finds a
revolution has changed things somewhat, He is pullied

into the military police, and after training, sent into time to assasginate

a yaated man, It ic pleasant to find this is actually a story by Brian,

as disztinel from incomplete vignettes or loasely linked Word—nlCuu“eu

but I fell that afier a goecd start, this one tailed off quite a bit,

SULBURS T

=====o=== An eleven story collection whieh includes such gems as
~ifred Dester 'Bisappearing Act' about time-teleporting war veterans,
Pen. 00D 'Fondly Pahrenheit' with its homicidal androicd, and the

child with the chilling ability to realise iis wishes in
'Star Light, Star Bright'. Then there's 'Starcomber', 'Aden fnd llo Zve!
and all the rest, with only fThe Pic Hard' lowering the standard, Itd
have lilied an index, but that's quibbling when Bester writes such good
gzt o I

ﬁ .
EOUTTHNUH + I've heard runours of this one, but this is the first
. Roger Elwood copy I've seen, Essentially a standard phperback,but
wndhan 'Star' 70p with a new idea. A selcction of authors aud cach one
has creatcd his fictional world and returns to it for

a further story with each issue of Continunn., Jose Farrier has a serial,
then there's Andersony Oliver, Scortia, iMeCaffrey, Welfe and Panghorn,
I weleoiie the idea..and now I'nt wondering where I can get the first three
COMLOS 4

BT,
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Ihu oS OF TIHH When Vornan 19 appears frem the future, Ieo Garficld,
___"__"“"f"_ physicist specialising in tine-reversal phenoilena is

ohe iy ek srh called on to verify his authenticity. The world

tfyidhan 'Tanden! ) ¥ _ . e LN X

0 Governient homw s he is, as this would silence the

cop unruly Apcealyptics who bclieve the world has onli,

ene year lafti, Garfield and a snall band of scicntists aceonpany Vornan

on his chaotic tour, and thc Apoealyptics get 2 new faith. Plenty of sex

action, but the yarn flags towards the end.

._.:...__:.__ﬁ::.::zz_—.::::::“' With the arrival of toa-bags, gy:)SiBS must be
Muriel Druce lasbrouck., slaving to find a substitute feor leal divination,
‘yndhan  75p Here we have a2 book sctting out to teach you how

to understand yorrself and others throush o
coiibination of para-astrology and the cards of the Tarot. Yodiacsl signs
and the Tarot arc explained,.plus the 'four bhasic gualities', tie nine
petentiols! and sundry cther itens. The fornula for their application is
rather 'wooly' to a sceptic like nyself, but for those who like arcance lore,

¢l? divinoation and the gentle art of prognostication, it could hHe a hit,
TEE D337 OF C,il, KORNMBLUTH
====_—.-_-~_:==:=_—======:=_.===== Rerieriher the uncasy f\.(lll’l{,‘ you [;Cr‘t fI‘(JJ;, IThe
Bellantine 51,95 YWords of Guru' ? the futuristic rodical gear

in 'The Little 3lack Bag', the falio, 'rocing

car! in 'The narching Morons' ? The insidicus voveurisn of “iindwers! ¢
A1) thesoc, mnnd nany other top level yarns neking a grand total of 19, alus
a Pol:il dntroduction, and too-brief autobia rwrhlcal itoenn. A fistful of
goodies tc which you can rcturn again ant again. Great stuff |

CHARTSLA John Mainc encounters a beautiful girl who naokes love to
hin, then vanishes. Fror 2 parallel worlﬂ'cpcncd up by
the activities of a lccal research station, the pasitage
can only be nxzde by those whose Dopvelganger has just
diec. John scoks hdis love in other tracks, but his

search Is comilicated by the rurder of his eriployer..an! Maine's own inent
actions wlueh brlng suspicicn upon him. Intricate, and you never know
winere the thread will leal? nexta

Michael Coney
Pan. ©0p

NING PRINC S 1T AMDER

==Swz=sz======z==z==== Carl Corey' awakes in hospital to finl he hes
oger “clamny annesia, Discharging hinself, he starts to hunt for
Avon F1.25 his nerory. The trail leads to the strange eity of
fuber, on a plone where Earth is but a aha“Oﬂ, and
Corey, findis he is Prince Corwin, has nany royal brothers and sisto and
:

becoites cagaged in a battle te save Anber and win the throne. MAQLC anﬁ
deftly linned DLackgrounds nake this an intrizucing near fairy tale.

IMPRISAT Duncan Makenzie, member of Titan's rost poweriul fanily,
cones to LEarth fﬁr the Quincentennial cclebrations and

Arthur C, blarko i f ke ’ .
uses the trip to forwar? plans of his own. Tho first

Pany o . . . .
two thirds of the bock exanine his reactions to arth

and its gravity. Zveatually, Duncan begins investigaticn into sceret
Titznice sales, but sonechow, for the first tine cver, this is a Clario
varn which, for ne, never got off the cround....lcing, but no calkoe.



o8 FLAUET Claude Glystra cones %o Big Planet or a mission of
investigation when a new ruler starts expanding ails
operations. Sabotage puts his craft down sotie 0,080
rniles from the Zarth Base, so Glystra and coimpanions set
out to wallit ! Their adventures ariid the varying comnunities and custons
nev with along the route make for exciting reading..and to coipilicate
rnatiers uhere is a saboteur in their ranks. Goed reading, bhus I prei-
erxrcd 'Showboat orld!',

Jael: Vance
Coronet 55p

VADELOU A - ; 3
====S¥oz Chilling authentiecity mark this pb version of the 34,50
vatrick Tilley hardcover published earlier by Hedder & Stouzshton, The
sphere 95p Cold War nearly erupts when an alien object hlacita out

all ragdar screens for 20 minutes when it reaches and
lands on Barth, A taut, .first-contact situation arises as all clectrical
devices nisfunction ard a strange spider-like nachine enerpes. Iive
otier landings are reported and a race develops to A-bonh then belore

a pover Dblackout grips the world. This is one of the rost grip-ing bits
o 'rcal-life' fiction in a long tine. Tilley hes fully rescarched his

paoigrounds, and the whole thing is a bargain to hardcore 5T lLovers who
get over 400 pages for their 95p

015, DI ROBOY

Baveinzston J. Bayley
Orbit 70p

Jaspercdus, “»"'":;;i,
nevly constructed, sentient—=i 7.
robot sets out to prowe he is a : " 5 e
conscicus entity. EHe overthrouws King Zhorn of Gordona hefore uoving on
to a variety of adventures (including a snot of sex action). The
sevting is a hodgespodge of nuclear/coal power stations, space shuitles
and satellites alongside wilderness dwelling barbarians, stedll-cars,
zugs of sour ale in cut-throat inns and suchlike incongruities, DIPurists
will no doubt screan, but I enjoyed it as a lightheartcd trifle.

gE2 R, SRk, Ty

Asher Sutton returns from a 20yr interstellar
othuen Miagnun' voyage, conplete with a mind-paitner. e visito?
759 fron the‘futu?e has fo?ewarned marth.to expec? bl KB

and te kill hin on arrival., Sutten it secitc is due
to urite a book on destiny which causes (or will cause) and android
unrisings  So Sutton is hunted by those who don't want the boolz, by
those ilio do, and by the Earthiien scared of his fiind partner vho got
Sutton ts .Jarth in an airless, disabled spaccship...with no food and
watcr, 1t gets kinda conplicated and tends to flounder a bit at tac
end..bul otherwise, good, reliable 3inak.

Clifford V. Simak

. IO OB o
ié::ﬁé::ggzgggzgégg Altered by aliens so that he gives off an unlecarable
Robert Hilverberg aura, Muller becomes a hernit at the cenire of a
'yndhait 'Manden! bocby-trapped maze on a dead planet, douever, his
70w ability is needed to ncet attaclking alicns, so

dronc robot

AL iL hewt, the maze is firghtening yet utterly credible. If L could
write .7, tuis is the sort of yarn I would love to have writtens I+
holds you throughout and never flags for a nonent.

s brave the labyrinth to lead nen to him. This is Silrerherg
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cggﬁégugzigggn In the far future, Barth is one vast graveyard¢, Fletcher

““““““ Carson, accompanied by the 10,000 year-old robot, Zlmer

Mdtiuen tHagnun® bribes his wzg there t? ?rcat a multi-media ’c?mposition'
707 . Hunted by ‘Cemotery s' operators, he f}ees-lnta the

wilds along with Elmer, Bronco {(a ‘compositor? zrohot) and

treasure hunter, Cynthia Lansing. Chaaing hither and yon, not to nontlion

baci: and forth (in time) they meet up woth a2 robot wolf pack, plaut l-iller

war-~nachincs, unexplained ghosts, and a aysterious census-taker,

Originally a 3-part Analog serial, this is smoothly writtcen, 'follusy!

3imal: (so Tolltsy that the Gostalt svokesman for 'five intellipent scientists

says, “..hc¢ didn’t protest nonc'l...Jeds, Lukes ctc. abound, as does the

bachk~to~nature theme (without the nasty bits). Entortaining, but it tails

off a bit al the ond...and has gulte a few unruvseclved ideas axround,,

G‘.D' S:i.f.lal-:'

§g££ 'Whip!' ig Captain 'Whip' Russel, 2 B-25% "™Mitchell! pilot
Mayrtin Caidin coumanding a sguadrcn operating out of Australia asainst the
Corgi &5p Japancses. Whip gots hic pilanes 'souped up' with nulti-cannon
(Non-51") instnllatibns, o stratagem which cnables hin to lnock hell

cut of thec opnosition. .Story line is clim, characterisation lilewlse ‘but as
one who had ceveral years in that theatrc of war (and with 2 bomber asquadron)
I thoroughly cnjoyed Caidin's frst-paced gripping style and rated it as an
excellent ‘read'. If you have any taste for air-war yarns, then you'll find
this right up your strect...and you get 240+ pages for your moncy too

gégg of tha world This is of course, not SP, but a hard-cover pb (if you

. - understand whai that is) covering just what the title
Matt Warner A ) : . e -

. Lo says..which may rot be junt what you think. I had
Ridpe Presc Sooks P 5 : . VR .
(Transworld) 5745 anticipated necting cheoctaks, leopards, punlac lions and

- S 5o on..well, they get four pages. The book is really
for the cat (domestice varicty) lover..amd as sueh it
iz a very %ood buy, Coverage includes all about a c¢at, how to buy onc, nating,
exhibiting, carc of cats, and various breeds of samz. Then cones the kicker.
The book is illustrated thoughout with a profusion of high-qualiity colour
photographs 150+ pagec, hard covers 1)) Cat-pcople can't go wrong at the
price, and it would also make an excellent prosent for young and old.

STAR MAIDENS -

= T e I The planet Medusa, torn from the Proxima Centaurl systen by
Tan Bvaus 2 conet, crosses the pulf to the Solar Systomt (well it's
Corpi GOp better than Space 1999% atomic explosion), The Jacket sayas

Medusa enters Earth orbit,.the story inplicc it ends up
near Plute wher: Barth scicntists cannot detect ite Medusa ig run by a
matriarchy, so two men steal a spaceship and flec to Earth..at half light
apeed, so that their ship gets rcd hot before they get here.. Happily, thoy
have learncd te speak Erglish via a nachine, so can commurnicate on landings
Thoir purcuers have a rebot which cures a blinded man in half ar heur (but
can'% ravive him from the anaesthetic)., T gather this was originally a TV
series,...thanls Ghu it hasn't conc Morth yet. I don'y know who is more culpable,
soile naneless TV producer, or Ian Evang, but this is the sort of writing which
gives ZF a bad name in nany circles




/‘?
AUGATL . DacGisR0UE V510G

e In cuse you wonder why this should he divided into
Parts 1 & 2 80p each two parts...reflect on the fact that cagh runs to
Edited Dby ilarlan Ellison sorc 450 pages, or tuwice the thickness of the
Published by PAN SF average pbe Once again, the authors =re given

rree rein to write about whatever takes their Tancy,

2ud wite ne holds barred. In gen.oral, this neans drugs, vollutien, plenty of
sadicu, and sox (straight and varicgated), the use of all the standard four-
lettor cusc worxds, plus goodly dollops of downright sle :aziness,

411 the ‘bigename’ authors ar. here, 20 er rerce to oach velume..plus an
Blliscen foreword and an author's ufterword to accorpany every Story,
Yhis is not the kind of SF on which T cut iy cye tecth, it tends to lack
the truditional build-up and clinax which narks oy puruonal taste. Detter to
call it Tspeculative', 'experimuntal,' er cven ‘New Wave! fiction whero in
nout cogses the authers tend to writce around their thpics beforoe leaving you to
do The rest of the thinking. However, if you go for this style, thon these
two velunics nwst indlbhitebly be T best value for noney since the bLouisiana
Purchtwso. Cover art is not credited...I'a guess at Foss on No,1 and Jonecs on 2,
plus ‘4 umshwiller doing the story headins vignettes.

_AND DEVELOF VYOUR E.S.P.

Paul Nuson A 150+ page, digest~gize pb, which opens
Abacus 51125 with a brief account of E.S.P.'s history, continues with

' and explanation of the various types, theories, drawings
tests, cards, Rhine Bxperiiients, and how to conduct your own trials., Then it
goes on into ways of developing your ESP powers in various wayos. ““here are
elso chavters on outeof-the-nody oxperiences, psychonesis, pghocts, and a set of
aprtenclces covering Excreises, Technical Jemrnals, Notes and Refercnces,

a dlosoary and a Bibliography. Surprisingly, —
Hicwonyrious machines, D¢ ka Warr deviccs or ' ZC; 2~ [:]
photo divinging arc not mentioned, Nevertheless,

tie auther, (who also has books on Witkkerait and (:) iﬁf

Deironodyy o his excdit) has nads an cxcellent
jo ol exsloring and oxplairing E.8.P. in casy to
underctand language and gives workable guide lines for those wishing to carry

out thueir cwn oxperinents in the ficld. Cne for the referonce library.

HOV] B0AT WORLD C o —— R
_J_:zgzénzrzzz_ Well removed fron the normal run of hum drun SF iz this tale
Jacl Vance of two rival showboat captains who ply their trade along the
Corone® O5n Vissel river orn Biz Planet - 2 vaguely hinted at splinter

celony fron Earth, wnere individual comvmunitios stud the
river lougth, and manners and cu;to“u are quairtly archaic and rather gentle.
Vance skilfully evades the twin pitfalls of sex and sadism as hie crealos an
alnost fairy-tale-like; different, socicty. The humour ig gontle but deft in
a way which keeps the tale always cntrancing and never agonising. I enjoyed it
citd Lol that Vance lovers will fnte it very highlye.

TTLs. L6005 WAY THE_UORLD. BEGINS

Ran Burrell, nillioraire space-~hand, jumps
ship on pleasure satellite Paradiso and gets on a tourkst trip
to Barth despite barriers raised by Starways. Partnered by the
beautiful Reborta Murdoch, he investigates the nystery of Starways hold on
Barth and mtc out to do sonmething about it against the virtually all-powerful,
but do nothing, Stavways. A fast-noving advedture with Burrell tom-catting
around in between the incidents.

Jd,T 41"ICIgltO:3h
Corgl 70p



0 L L THOLIORPH . . . R
N e = Henory tells me this title was used in 'Unlzmiown',

(Space 1999) ' but here it covers an energy hungry ‘'Jpace -uoeba'
lichael Butterworth encountered by Moon Base Alpha. The thing first
tyndhay star' 70» enhances psi power and turns one Alphan into a

killing psi-naniacy it then assuies tic pulse of
2 vessel from ©arth, corplete with crew. There is also an ;lphaf
Osychon wio can assume the form of any animal | Hampered by a laci of
characterisation (presumably readers will already have their own nental
inanes formed from the TV screen), this is one of those things 1999 fans
will ~o fors..and you get several pages of still photographs as a bhonus.

: 'Sorcery, sword play and super-science'! says the
Larl odward Yagner cover to this new series telling the saja of the
Ceronet GH5p nighty KANiZ, a Conan-type suverhero in tie old
tradition. Kane is bot only a swordsnan, but an
adent of the Dlack Arts. In this tale, he discovers the power-jiving
Tloodstone and uses it to help hin in his battles only to discover it
is not guite what it secined, Good rattling adventure, blood thunder and
fun,

RV . . .

z==o== Sorcerer Jord conjures up the Devil, but iastcad gets
Carl Jherrpell one of his minions - Raum. This anti=hero sects off in
ivon 1,50 v search of the Wizard Merlin who he believes cain explain

his destiny, Mighty battles ensue as DRaun tangles
with Vikings, King Arthur and his Knights, plus a few pitfalls prena ared
by 'storoth, an overseer from Hell. Gradually losing his imnortality and
Sﬁel1bﬂnd1ng power and taking on human qualities the demonekii_ ht ncars
his ool via sword, sex and sorcery. Though disliking s-s- aad 5 as a
geae“%l thing, this one I really enfoyed..a pleasure enhanced by the

superlaiive Fabian illos scattercd thinly through the text.

LaTD s, , T T
The Jeeves! family have just returned from the GilID OU: 1n

vhicl ve visited,.France, Belgium, Austria, Luxembourh, Germany and
Italy..vhich explains the hiatus in outgoing nall...apologxes all, and
further apologies for no letter column this issue. Some exce lleat 1.0Cs
were received, but all were squeczed out thanks to an oversize Review
section,,and thc two items by Mike Ashley and Michael Banks, iecp the
lotters coming, I hope to have them back in No«H0..plus ecxpanded roon
for fanzine coverage,

Further apologles arc due for a paper change in mid~-issue
when a stack of 'ERG quarto' proved to be 'TRIODE Ak', Rathor then hold
up the istue, I wound up using some available white stock.

WANTED: . ,Can any Statesider help ? Sample coples ol any or
all of.. 1MCDEL AIRPLANE NEWS, AIR PROGRESS, or AVIATION UILLL,.and amay
other similar acro/space mag. When I find a good onc, I'd lilic to tale
out a sub.  Any help in this linec would be appreciated,

POSTAL RATES are up again (ough)..so sorry, put @ 16t of
strong silent people must drop from our lists unlcss thgy Urltu, sud or
shott prdof of their continued cxistenccs

' Best wishos,
Terry
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Gene W If M.B. Eow long have you been
o e reading Science Ficlion 2

v YOLFE Since I was in Junior
. ki High School, that would
Wlfh () - @ be around 19434, 1 caxn
. ‘ ‘ renenber very vividly the first
Michael "; 3F book of any kind I ever saw;
p - ""The Pocket Book Of lJcicnce

Banks

Fiction", edited by Theodore
Sturgeon, and I believe it was
the first paperbaci: collection
of SF stories - all from the
nagazines, ~ that had cvexr been
puiblished.

M.E, When did yeu hegin
writing 5F, and yhy 2

} _ ; UOLFE X began writing in 1956,

NG & i : : I had just got warried,

ol ~_.,}“ PR T 4 iy wife and I were living in a
35 ; s ERIREARLY furnished apartuoent, and we dicd
"“5.‘"‘"3 “-"g%’é"’ not have enoupgh noney to buy

dai bl furniture, ‘e had no savings
. 2 LIIES
and I decided for soie reason
that I could writc a book and
sell it for enougzh snwoney to huy
furniture. I did write the book: I dic not sell it.

I urote nore or less regularly from early 1957 through the Snring of
1065 before I seld. I wrote scveral books, and probably 30 or 0 short
storics before I sold a thing., After I did sell, I sold souic of tiue 61d
short storics which had been written & sood tine before ny first sale, but
I never sold any of the bhooks I had written before that first sale.

li.6. Do you write on a regular schedule ?

TOL'S I try, if I'm doing first 2raflt - which is what I've becit dolng now
for ab out the past tuwo years because I'm trying to develop &
trilogy. When I'™n doing first draft, I try to do 3 pages o»n woek-
days and 5 on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays... any day I don't
have to go to the office.

| SRR How do you go about wrdting/building/crcating a story, onsc you
aave the basic idea ?

JCLS: Thai's very difficult to answerj I don't think you can answer it
neaningfully. The first thing I look at, after the basic idea, is
another basic idea, I don't think that one=-idca storics arce lilcly
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M.B.

WOLFTS

to live long; almost all successful stories contain more than a
single idea., What I uwsually find is not that I get a 'basic' 'idea;
but that I have, say, 6 or 7 ideas dangling around in ny head, ox
filcd away somewhere. Bventually, 2, 3 or 4 of those ideos hook
tosether and I realise.that they can all be integroted invo one
80y a '

T night take as an exanple herz, ny story, 'the Toy Theatrel
The basic idea, I guess, was that it would be possible in the fuiture
to build narionettes for entertainment, These would be worked by
rerote control, and be life-size. I den't mean robots, I wasa'l
thinking of a nevhanism with a real electronic logic elenent, or 2
gortuter brain. I was thinking of a robot beody that a man ocoul
coatrol. By operating controls, he ceuld if skilful, malle tho body
wall, dance, take off its hat and all that jazz. I coupled this
with some material I had been reading about the Italian counedy, Do
Lo Art?!, which wos the 0ld, formalised, travelling show of Italy..
and tater of France and England.. in which certain fixed charactors
perforned a different play for cach poerformance, In-this wey, it
vas very mvch the eguivalent of cur TV snow, in which the sane
charactars appear in each episcie, but with a different story.

That gove ue Z ideas, and I was also interested in using the
0ld Pygnalion idea of the man who fell in love with his creation,
I put all these together and had a story I still think of with
Af7ection, alihough it never made a suosh, Basically, it was tho
story of & retired puppeteer who fell in love with onc of his
fonale nmarionettes and the characiers were those of the Itaolian
coitedy I nentioned. ‘

riting oavocationally as it were, do you find that the type of work
you do helps or hinders your writing ?

The tyve of work I do definitely helps. I'm an cditor of &
technical magazine., I have, in that position, the tine and
actually the duby to rcad a great deal of techrical naterial, such
as news from NASA. I also have the ability to itravel ia ny worls,
and tinat can be a very helpful thin far a writer, '

T think it's basically helpful for a writer to have a job
which involves writing. Just as a violinist learns %o play the
violin by playing a violin, a writer iearns to write by playing
the typewriter.

Other than what you've just said abcut learning to write by
writing, what advice do you have for would-be writers ?

T can't resist the teupration ic wepcat the classical advice
whioh is "Don't do it !9, bevause anyone who can be dissuadsd froil
writing, should be. In all nodesty and hunility, etc., writing is
onc‘of the high arts, just as the composition of gusic is a high
art, aloag with acting,.sculpture and fine painting. These hign
arts require a great deal of deteimination and eftort, and I don't
thinlt they ean be teken up as Shobbies? and be really satisfactory
to the merson who takes them up that way, in nost cases. Painting



perhda i, 15 more adapteble to that s=ort ¢f thiug thaa any cther art.
M iy 16 t ie least adaptable.

The painter who is selling his weril fon,
say, % or 5 figures, has these large oil paintings. The ciwteur
nainter who isn't selling at all, who is giving thenm away or keeping
then for himself, has somec very large paintings. He con beng thei
in nis living room and they look pretiy much '1he paintings done by
the successful painter, But the amateur writer, or the LﬂSUCCGSaIUl.
uriter, who is unable to sell his material, has only a staii: of dog-
eared maruscripts - and thosc manuscripts don't look lilic anythlng,
tnd they are very likely to have the stink of failure on them, Sone
writers will think that such Ms are very fine indecd ~ wiich ig the
ctse with zbout 90% of unsuccessful writers, and feel taatu they have
not been published because publishers only publish theilr relativcs
or famous people, which may result in those unfortunate ow cuished
mersonalities we 2ll know so well. The remainiag 10, rood tarough
thew and sce or fecl that they are reall, quite bad, or a. lelat,
unsound, Trat sort of writer iz, of course, 2lso subjcct to some
frustration, but does have some hope, hecause af he cor siae can
sce that something is wrong with the mansscrivts, he or she nar be
able to fix them up, or write other storfics that don't have
soncthing wrong with them.

11,8, 'ho is your favourite author ?

LIaP I have a lot of favourite authors. I have not fricd to modeld my
writing after the style of somc particular friend. But we are all
wwdelled after the writing we read. Proust is a favourito o, wlnc s
1'm afraid that may be apparent in sonmc of nmy work, auod it may bo
ofl~mutling to somc of those whe have not read my worlr, hut W'a
truc, Pickens I li%e very much in his early novels lhﬂc, Dloal

House™, "N, cholas Njclleby', and "The Pickwick Paperst

Chesterton, whoe was o very fine writer and today is s¢andalously
neglected, is another, Waen I was first getting started, Loiion
and.;ht asked me what ny favourite books were, or what had influenced
my 3tyle, or somcthing like that. I replied, "T,c¢ Lord Of "M
dings'y "Mark's Mechanieal ingincering Mo nab0uk“ and Chosterton?

Bllapolcorn of mOttlnn Bill", and he¢ wrotc bock that he thoujht we uere
probably the only two people in the Wastern United Stotes o haed
road C cesterton'’s work.

:()—_:O:O:O:O'_’;O:O:O:O.—.O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:O:Ozo:O:O:O:O:C‘:O:O ==0==0=0==0=0=0
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3500 U0ELE is well known to most sf roaders..pick up almost any current
~ithology and you'll find his nanc therein. In MOVA 4, an=cared
his lovely, “"The Hornrs Of iar', lHarlan Zllisons two volune
sollcetion, Again Dangsrous Yisions fentures ne leas then thrce Ltons
by lLim,.and you will also find his "Thag" within the pages of
Continuum 4.

LICTLL DAES who did the intorview, is a veritable dynamo of Hi'. he
not only reads it, he publishes his own zine CO-AX (5 conics for
£&1.00.,.vin mc), ne also teaches three weckly classes in SI' in Ohlo
and has just sold a story to Asimev's SF Mogazines..... pheu ?
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\J l— [F§§ Being a few bricef notes on current items in

A 7/ =7 the mailtox, ,

5 \ ‘//' FANZINES | IT COMIS IN THE MAIL., C.W.Broolks,
TANZINES ‘ 71% Paul St., Newport News, Virgsinia 23605
: 14 pp, Qto. General breakdoon of hig nail
/‘?ECE/ VED pile, lotters fma cte., Nicdly minmcod, and

TALT, THTRS FANZINES . frierndly chatter. Nice once, Ked,

; , CHANDELIERS & CANVDELASRAS Ko.te fSpp Ab

TANZTINES
LA T T from Riek McMahon, 287 South Lane,

New Malden, Surrey. Perzince, notes on

computer-words. Faz notes and general natter. Mineo, friendly zins

sy

CO-AX 2 liichael A. Banks. P.0O. Dox 312 Milford, Ohio 45150. 7pn.7to (lfor
ratcs seec @, plug elsewhere), DPerzine, lovely cover excellent duviug. This one
hag prouise i¥ Michael can sparc it the tine frem his pro-writing.
KARASS .20, 10p» Qto. Linda Bushyager, 1614 Bvans Ave. Prospect Pari, PA 19076,
Excellent nevuszine giving details of upcoming cons, awards, cimpaipgns, and
) g P E % y L 3

just aveout everything else on the fannish and pro calendars. If you can only
afford cna zine in the line...this should be the one., Five issues 2,60
JABDERIGCKY, 120np Gto. Jean Frost, 65 Charhley Ave, Sheffield 311 9FR (Yos

. P A ) J s !
that's jusi around the corner from EhGbascr General perzine with Joa? dipuwing
her toes iuto the fanpubbing ficld, Lovely cover apd nice (but faint) inside
art, Jlvailabhle for LCC, contributicne or trade.

TCCSXI.., JHarry & Irene Bell, 9 Lincoln St., Gateshead, Tyne & UWear 188 4IE
28 Nto pages. Gen & Perzine, Manecon report, 4 Turner column on an ab ortive
rocl:ot launch in 1937. Bob Jacksorn on 2 trip to Ceylon* (Does the Llighthous
5£211 stand in Colombo, Rob ¥) ®*CK, Sri Lanka then. Letters, and some {too
few) lwvely Bellillos. Another very nice one
GRAPG Prome.you guessed it, Graham Pocle 23 Russet Rd, Cheltennhan, Glos,
Paris 1 aud two (4 and 6 Qto pages respectively) Perazine, 1letters, buying
fanstuff at avction and gercral news. DBrief, but plcasant,
GEGIFSCHE I, Eric Lindsay, 6 Hillcrest Ave, Faulcoabridge N3W 2776 Australia.
iy Gto parg es. Genzine using reforsed gpelling (which grates if you donlt
subscribe to it) Hicely produced, zocd {(but scarce) artwork and .. range of
subjects which defics a fair precis. I papticularly liked the onc con naking
Kleiner (vlectronic) jewellery..romenber, I asked you for a copy iric ? Thanks
for including the spare. Fot 2z Hugo winning zine, but onc of the bhest, grass
roocts, broad and butéter (OK, I like mized netaphors) arcuand, 4 GOOD. ONE,
MYTIHOLOGIZ .11 Don P'aunassa, 19 fagell Drive, Bast Providence, Lk,I, 02914

76 Leautifully uinecd Qic pages, sadly, only 9 illos ir the lol. Articles |
Reviews, autlior corment, letters. Something for everyonc, a super-~class zine
which yeu get by RESPONDING, not casine ETghly recommended &
FARMAGC, Domm Brazicr 1455 Faunvalley Drive, St Louis, Missouri 073131.° 46pp
Qto, good duping, plenty of illoes & cartoens, poetry, fiction, artisles, letters
and a acst of other gocdies, 75c¢ a copy or 3 for 32.00..and worth 1t toc.
TITLE (also from Donn Brazicr) 2bpp Qbo nimeco. Illos, Photos,letters and nows,
More faanish than Farrago, but in its own way, just as interesting. Hice onece.
FANZING FANTASTIGUE 25 Keith & Rosmmary Walker, 2 Daisy Bank, GQuerarore RD,
Lancaster Lancse. 4pp Ak, rather patchily nimecod, but jan paclked with capsule
fanzine roviews in sizilar format to this pagu...but donc nuch bottor.



